Initiation

The Hermetic theurgical and alchemical system as taught in the Hermetic Order of the Nascent Aurora (H∴O∴N∴A∴) promotes personal and spiritual development, as well as the energetic evolution of the subtle bodies, through the practice of the Healing Powers of L.V.X. (Lux is the Latin word for “Light” and is indicative of the life-force or spirit.) The ultimate goal of this development and evolution, within the context of what has come to be known as The Great Work, is to transcend the ordinary human level of consciousness and material existence in order to achieve a Solar Consciousness and a state of being in a Solar Body of Light – to become more than human through a personal process of transmutation that leads from “lead” to “gold” and which can be likened to a Nascent Aurora.


Alkemical Aurora

The Hermetic Order of the Nascent Aurora provides for this process through an esoteric transmission of a well proven and systematic program of ritual initiation and spiritual exercise under the close supervision of an experienced tutor. A structured and systematic curriculum is presented in the context of the teaching of our Mother Temple on various related esoteric or occult subjects and practical applications. These include:

· Ceremonial magic (invocation): To strengthen willpower and promote mental integration, and energetic quickening, the unity between the world (the macrocosm) and man (the microcosm) through the invocation and activation of archetypal forces
· Geomancy, astrology and tarot divination (oracle): To establish and strengthen intuition and the ability to interpret signs of a synchronistic nature in the seemingly random occurances of life
· Skrying in the spirit vision (astral projection): To develop a clairvoyant ability to behold the hidden planes which subsists beyond the veil of outer material existence
· Enochian magic (angelology): To invoke angelical forces through an ingenious mode of conversation with Angels in their own language, constituting the “source code” of the universe
· Hermetic alchemy (transmutation): To explore natural processes, both in the great world (nature) and the little universe (man), that ultimately seek to transform the bodies (both external and more subtle) and to nurture an immortal soul
· Holy qabalah (judeo-christian mysticism): To develop wisdom and an understanding of the innate structures of the universe, and conveying an art of living thereof, which will increase mindfullness and reminiscence
· Sacred theurgy (holy magic): To raise and expand spiritual consciousness by ritual invocation and prayer which may lead to mystical states of mind, and the knowledge and conversation of the Holy Guardian Angel
· Tarot meditation: To provide a flow of creative energy and build a structure for the unconscious thinking processes of everyday life, through the use of archtypal pictograms
· Protective rituals (banishing): To develop emotional balance and equilibrium of mind, and to strengthen the energetic body and raise overall resistivity
· Practical occultism (creative imagination): To invite satisfaction into the initiate’s life, as well as to stimulate purposiveness and increased initiative
· Talismanic magic (consecration): To create desired changes in everyday life and increase the influence of circumstances
· Astrological magic: To transform one’s destiny and attain knowledge about man’s relationship to his environment, making one’s self into the image of the divine (deification) to experience true empancipation
· Esoteric psychology: To guide the initiate towards self-knowledge and mastery over his or her own being, after encountering the Dweller on the Threshold
· Solomonic magic (evocation): To bestow to the initiate the ability to evoke spiritual beings and demons which may lead him or her towards mastery over matter, mental reintegration and ultimately to a restoration of the creation
· Arithmology (numerology): To create an understanding of hidden relationships and reveal hidden patterns in life, and receive the key to decipher the holy scriptures (both biblical and the book of nature)
· Meditation (contemplation): To provide inner serenity and realisation about the initiate’s own spiritual and mental processes, which can result in increased fortitude and a sense of communion with the Self or the All
This teaching is administered by the Hermetic Order of the Nascent Aurora by the auspices of our Mother Temple, on a local basis and in a traditional way, which as it were constitutes the “academy” or “university” of the Outer Order. A completed course in the Temple throughout the entire Outer Order corresponds to an academic degree in esoteric theory and practice. In order to facilitate the assimilation of the Order’s curriculum, candidates for initiation are expected to actively participate in its teachings through the mediation of our Mother Temple located somewhere in the western parts of Sweden.
Membership

Initiates who have the privilege to be residents within a radius of 100 km from the place where the Mother Temple is situated are expected to be active members of this Temple by tra-ditional means. This ensures an optimal training and traditional teaching, which partly takes place in document form submitted in connection with the initiations and partly in the form of lectures and instruction held in opened Temple, but also through private instruction in oral form. Any examination prior to advancement to a higher grade includes both a practical and theoretical part, performed traditionally in front of a physical examiner. As an active and lo-cally based member the initiate is expected to participate in all group work in the Temple and be available in this capacity as an officiating officer. Thus, a large commitment from the initi-ate is expected which may include attendance in monthly assemblies.

It may be extremely demanding to participate in mandatory monthly Temple assemblies for those who reside further away (more than 100 km) from the site of the Mother Temple. But contrary to may orders the H∴O∴N∴A∴ doesn’t any longer offer long-distance members any correspondence courses, any Internet based tutoring or any passive membership in relation to the Temple. All study, teaching, instruction and training as an initiate takes place under the same conditions as for locally based members. All members of the Hermetic Order of the Nascent Aurora are offered tutorship under the guidance of our experienced Adepts, with the possibility of being initiated and advanced through the grades by the auspices of our Mother Temple, on equal terms but only under the condition that the member participates in monthly assemblies on location at our Temple.
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Initiation into the Nascent Aurora

Candidates who suspect that they live far way from the Mother Temple should severally and seriously consider whether they are able to meet the requirements of the Order for mem-bership. To clarify for the reader, traditional active membership in the Hermetic Order of the Nascent Aurora entails that the initiate is expected to travel to the location of its physical me-eting activities on a monthly basis, maximum, regardless of distance to the Mother Temple, in a mandatory participation of the following Temple activities:

· The first admission or initiation into the grade of Neophyte of the initiate

· All following ceremonies of advancement (to the grades of Zelator, Theoricus, Practi-cus, etc.)

· Participation in the opening of the Temple in the grade that one is authorized to attend
· Participation in Temple celebrations of the Vernal and Autumnal Equinoxes
· Participation in one’s own examinations
Please note that initiated members are only able to visit the Temple at any assemblies which they are entitled to participate in by grade, provided that the initiate has attended the previous equinox assembly (which empowers the member with the current periodic password to gain access to the Temple). Participation in initiations and advancements qualifies the initiate to receive their curriculum of the corresponding grade. Frequent absence from Temple assemb-lies, failure to actively participate in Temple activities based on one’s grade, and in particular, failure to attend equinox assemblies, may consequently result in expulsion from the Order and termination of membership.
The most common communication that a member has with the Hermetic Order of the Nascent Aurora is by principal communion with his or her brothers and sisters in Temple assemblies, where he or she also has the opportunity to receive supervision from the adept who is resp-onsible for the turoring. Personal meetings between student and tutor are also quite common. Members also have the opportunity, if necessary, to receive tutoring through available elect-ronical means or by telephone. Tutors supervise members in their studies and practice, so that the teachings of classical Ceremonial Magic and traditional Alchemy corresponds to the high standard traditionally set by the guardians of the Order. However, the relatively high frequen-cy of mandatory attendance ensures that the Order teachings are transmitted as accurately and traditional as it is possible, by example and with the ability for other attendents to correct any errors in the performance of spiritual techniques.
Initiation and teaching

As a member of the Hermetic Order of the Nascent Aurora the initiate will be able to take full advantage of all the traditional teaching and training, partly through oral transmission by way of Temple assemblies and personal tutoring, but foremost through pandects with complete instruction and a substatial number of lectures in Swedish, which are branched according to different areas of study, privately printed and bound. These pandects are structured into differ-ent levels, what we in our tradition refer to as “grades”. The initiate will only have access to materials which he or she is entitled to according to his own grade, which is issued to the student following the corresponding initiation and grade admission. This grade related curri-culum aims at assisting the initiate in becoming eligible for grade advancement.
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Pray, read, reread, work, and you shall discover!

This form of teaching, as it is still conducted in a traditional way, is quite similar to what was current at the turn of the former century, with the difference that the curriculum is much more expanded and better edited today, as well as being translated into Swedish or originally writ-ten in Swedish. Moreover, the required practical work is much more demanding today for the initiate. In addition, modern initiates do not have to copy any order documents by hand, which was customary a century ago. However, we are aware that not every Nordic resident is fluent in the Swedish language, and therefore the Order may, after special consideration and asses-sment, make an agreement with the member to offer a corresponding curriculum in English. The basic requirement, however, is for all teaching, study and initiation to be administred in Swedish. English is only used in exceptional cases. Nor can the order guarantee that all mater-ial, beyond that which is most essential for passing an examination, will be offered in English.
Qualification and probation

As an initiate of the Hermetic Order of the Nascent Aurora, the member will gain access to the grade curriculum only following the completion of the corresponding grade initiation and advancement. In order to be qualified for advancement, the initiate has to undergo an exam-ination of a type both theoretical and practical. This examination is performed present at our Mother Temple and is a prerequisite for being eligible to pass through the ceremony of advan-cement. The practical examination is performed in open Temple and carried out separately at a different time than the actual ceremony of advancement. Typically, there is relatively short space of time between participation in the examinations and the subsequent advancement, optimally an interval of about one to two months.

Prior to the formal admission to the grade of Neophyte, the student will additionally undergo a probation and thus have initial access to a curriculum of a preparatory nature, which inc-ludes theoretical studies and practical instructions. Subsequently, he or she will gain access to the Neophyte’s curriculum course as an initiated member following the traditional admittance as a Neophyte.
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Knock and it may be opened unto you

Candidates for Neophyte initiation will be assigned a sponsor that will keep communication with them at regular intervals during their probationary period, which includes frequent tu-toring meetings on location near the vicinity of the Temple. This sponsor provides them with all the necessary guidance and oversees their work and attitudes (dedication) towards it. Thus, as a probationary member, the student must wait for his or her first initiation until the time is ripe, after due consideration, and the student jointly with his or her personal sponsor is con-vinced that he or she is adequately and properly prepared to take that important step, after which a date and place will be determined for the nearest opportunity.
Tuition

To attempt to learn the magical crafts and the occult arts on one’s own can be a quite con-fusing and frustrating experience. As a member of the Hermetic Order of the Nascent Aurora the relationship with one’s initiator (the Hierophant of the Mother Temple) is of significant importance in the initiatory process. In addition to the admission ceremonies and participation in Temple assemblies, the Hierophant tutors the initiate through regular individual meetings where the initiator oversees the development process, and provides individual oral teaching that complements the formal curriculum, alternatively modifying it according to the individu-al needs and temperament of the student. Through this personal tutorship, both on location and electronically, or through the telephone, the initiator oversees the theurgical and alchemical studies and work, as well as responds to any of the student’s questions and provides all of the necessary support.
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To follow in the footsteps of nature

When the initiate has mastered the study material in any grade, he or she may at his or her own request take a practical and theoretical examination, which will make him or her eligible for advancement with the approval of the examiner, which ensures that he or she has assimi-lated the curriculum in the correct manner. This written examination is always administered in a traditional manner, in the presence of an physical examiner, and the practical test in an ope-ned Temple, in front of all of the members that are present. Even though the theoretical and practical examination usually is taken during the same day for our long-distance members, this isn’t necessary the case for local members.

Each time the initiate has fulfilled the requirements for the next grade, and has passed his or her examinations, he or she will become eligible for initiation and further grade advancement in the Hermetic Order of the Nascent Aurora. Following the initial initiation or subesequent grade advancement of the initiate, he or she will receive more challenging and advanced mag-ical and alchemical grade materials in the corresponding curriculum received.
Costs

The Hermetic Order of the Nascent Aurora is a non-profit organization and therefore it has no interest in collecting expensive fees for its services. All officers and tutors are doing volunteer work and the only reward which gratifies them is to witness their students and the initiates develop spiritually towards an increasing emancipation and integration; toward their restora-tion to an original and archetypal Solar or “angelic” state of being. Any fees collected from members are solely intended to cover current expenses for the operation of the Mother Temp-le, and the administration of its teachings. However, all the costs are not covered by the mem-bership fees, and it is only thanks to the generous benifacture and personal commitment of certain Adepts that the Temple has a functioning economy.
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Alchemical Gold

The total cost of a new probationary membership amounts to 777 SEK (Swedish Kronor), which covers the annual fee to the Hermetic Order of the Nascent Aurora. This annual fee is payable through a bank transfer. A payment request with the attached bank account will only be sent out to the candidate after due correspondence with the Order Cancellarius.

To the annual membership fee of 777 SEK a due of 500 SEK is added for the admission to the grade of Neophyte, as well as advancement dues in a progressing tariff which is only payable to the Mother Temple in connection with the first initiation and subsequent grade advance-ments in the Hermetic Order of the Nascent Aurora. This cost also includes the curriculum attached to the attained Grade. Participation in the celebration of Spring or Autumn Equinox-es in the Mother Temple will also require a fee of 200 SEK from the initiate, payable directly to the Temple.
A time for reflection

It is said that “when the student is ready, the teacher appears.” It is tempting as a reader to interpret all the information above as a revelation. But in this age of abundance of informa-tion, not the least through the Internet, it can be confusing for the prospektive student. Internet is teeming with fairly frivolous websites that promises an almost instant Adeptship. How shall the student be able to choose the correct option amid all this throng of esoteric schools?

Diversity is something good, for there does not exist one single path which will suit all indi-viduals, especially when it comes to spiritual development. But one negative aspect of all this competition, which in the recent decades has appeared between organisations, is that students of today are being served considerably more pre-packaged products compared to in the past. Therefore, post-modern students expect from such organisations that much should be done for them, because today it is their market. The situation today is rather the reverse of the above-quoted adage: “When the Temple is ready (i.e. competitive), the student reveals him-self.”

However, this is not the case with traditional esoteric schools such as the Hermetic Order of the Nascent Aurora. We instead ask the candidate what he or she might be willing to do for the Temple; what qualities does the student possess that may be beneficient for the rest of the Temple collective? Membership in a traditional Hermetic Temple is indeed a give and take. The teachers of the Temple invest 110% on their students, but on the other hand the Adepts expect the initiates to invest 110% of their time in the Temple and in their membership, in return. Although our membership fees are relatively low it still “costs” the inititate a lot to be a member in our Temple. On the other hand, the Temple invests a lot in the initiate in return.

However, relatively little will be prepared for the student; the amount of gain from member-ship depends on how much the initiate invests in his or her membership. We do not promise a guaranteed Adeptship within one or two years; in our Temple it may take seven years or even more to deserve this honorable title, in the best-case scenario. Although we do admit, and with some pride at that, that our curriculum is excellent and reasonably comprehensive, and that our teachings are of the highest quality and fully adequate to be able to offer our members a formula of genuine personal development that could lead them to a future Adeptship worthy of the name, all of this always requires that the aspirant invests a significant portion of his or her life to this material, and above all to the practical application with follows with these instructions. And this work will not commence following the admission to that of a Neophyte, but already during the preparatory probation period as a candidate for this first initiation.
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That which bars and threatens, and demands fresh sacrifice

If the reader is not prepared to take these words seriously and do their best to live up to the expectations of the Temple put upon an initiate, he or she should not even consider applying for initiation. Unlike many other schools we do not recommend the reader to seek member-ship in our Temple. On the contrary, we discourage the reader to do so. The path of the ini-tiate is not the path of the majority. Initiation is not even suited for the minority. Only a few individuals of the population possess the necessary qualities to be able to gain fully from a genuine initiatory process all the way through. The majority of those who do not belong to the ranks of a few men and women of a special quality fails to complete the probationary period, and the remaining few that do get past the initial screening process do not manage to get very far in the grade system of the Outer Order; only a few initiates actually reach their adeptship. A close to three decades of continuous Temple operation have taught us the hard truth in this statement.
For this reason, we ask the reader – before any final decision has been made to contact the Hermetic Order of the Nascent Aurora regarding membership – to consider what an important step he or she is about to take in his or her life. Membership in the Hermetic Order of the Nascent Aurora cannot be compared to a membership in any other association or society, that the reader has previousoy has been a member of. Much will be demanded from the prospec-tive member, for him or her to be able to progress in the structural grade system of initiations and advancements, and the theoretical studies and (above all) the practical applications and exercises he or she is expected to perform as part of his or her membership.
First and foremost, the candidate must be willing to travel all the way to his or her initiating Mother Temple, situated somewhere in the western part of Sweden, in an average of ten times per year. In addition, to advance him- or herself to a higher grade, the initiate is expected to have regular correspondence or communication with his or her personal tutor and initiator, according to any agreements the two have decided upon. He or she will henceforth, as a future member of the Hermetic Order of the Nascent Aurora, learn to keep a journal in which he or she accurately will record his or her exercises and any progress, or any shortcomings for that matter, which partially lies as a basis for the assessment of advancement within the Order. As an initiate of the Order, the member must be prepared to participate in an initiatory process that will result in a relatively intense development of his or her personality, which he or she probably never has experienced before in his or her life. This also causes a lot of “growing pains”; as well as life itself contains peaks and troughs, ebb and flow, so too will the initiatory process of the development of his or her personality confer periods of light and periods of darkness.
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Nigredo

To live as an initiate is thus not “a bed of roses”. On the contrary the initiate, if he or she is sincere in his or her aspirations, will experience great challenges in his or her life, probably of a kind that he or she has never experienced before. As there is plenty of tears of joy in the life of an initiate, there are also a lot of tears of sadness. The path of the initiate is not a path of happiness, but rather of melancholy. In many ways initiation concerns the obtainment of self-knowledge, and the truth about one’s self is not always an easy or pleasant one to bear; with increased knowledge does not necessarily always follow satisfaction and joy.

Thus, if the reader’s higher goals with initiation is to gain “happiness” and “success” in life, such as most want to define it today from their narrow materialistic outlook, he or she should not seek membership in the Hermetic Order of the Nascent Aurora! All of the abilities and achievements that we initially enumerated are subjectively guaranteed, but not without much sacrifice or much time invested, much effort and energy, on the part of the initiate, in what we refer to as The Great Work – the magical and alchemical work. The initiatory path is neces-sarily a highly personal narrative and major individual differences are thus inevitable based on personal temperament, talent, perseverance, motivation and discipline, regarding the success or failure in the work; the subjective factor is crucial.
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Melancholia

Overall, the Work concerns the necessary refinement of the body and soul of the initiate. It ultimately concerns the conquest of true immortality of his or her soul. However, any result stands or falls on how much time and energy the initiate is prepared to invest in this work on his or her self-improvement. If the initiate ventures upon this path half-heartedly he or she will only reap a very limited harvest. In the Hermetic Order of the Nascent Aurora, we expect of our members that they are willing to devote their lives wholeheartedly to The Great Work, and this regardless of the life situation that they otherwise find themselves to be. No excuses or evasions will be tolerated. This is the criterion we put on advancement and development in our Order. Furthermore, we expect from our candidates of admission and initiation a basic humanistic outlook, in addition to a belief in spiritual beings and in God or Gods.

So, if the reader is considering applying for membership in our Order, our first advice to him or her is to look into his or her heart and ask him- or herself, how serious and honest he or she truly is in his or her intentions. Is the reader really prepared to make this extensive investment and sacrifice that it takes to become successful on the magical and alchemical path? Although there are enormous profits and “premiums” to gain from membership in the Hermetic Order of the Nascent Aurora, in our beautiful initiatory system and graded teaching, this does not mean that the Temple will do the work for the initiate; each of us has our own cross to carry. It is only the initiate who may walk his path, and unfortunately this necessarily constitutes a very steep and difficult ascent. The reader should remember, however, that for those who reach the summit there is much “riches” to grain – if he or she perseveres. What the Temple can do is to guide the aspirant towards the mountain of initiation and give him or her the map and the necessary compass by which he or she may find his or her way to the summit.
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The Mountain of Philosophers

However, not all, or far from the majority, are those that succeed in travelling the entire path of this spiritual mountain climbing, which for most initiates take decades to complete. Many have tried and returned without being able to complete the journey of the Hermit. Does the reader have what it takes to climb his or her own mountain? Is he or she enduring enough? Is the reader ready today to take this possibly most important step in his or her life?

To assist the reader to take a more considered decision, we invite him to preview our Outer Order curriculum (in Swedish). This will make the reader more educated to form an opinion about the scope of the teachings and what he or she may expect from membership of the Hermetic Order of the Nascent Aurora.

Our Mother Temple will primarily consider serious applications from candidates who live in the western parts of Sweden, and within a range of 100 km from the site of the Temple, and who intend to participate in active membership. Candidates who live further away, beyond 100 km from the site of the Temple, may still apply for membership in the Mother Temple, provided that they intend to be fully active in its workings on the same terms as our locally based members. 
Those of you who are interested in applying for membership in H∴O∴G∴M+R∴ and wish to know the actual distance to our Temple are welcome to contact the Cancellarius of the Mother Temple, to ascertain if it is located at an appropriate distance from your place of residence. To facilitate the application process, all interested parties who wish to apply for membership in H∴O∴G∴M+R∴ are encouraged to state in their letter of application, the place in which they currently reside.
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